


Family Worship Continued 





During worship:


For kindergarten and early elementary age children, have a special church bag just for Sunday Mornings filled with … 


crayons & Christian coloring books


Christian picture books 


children’s Bible 


a soft toy that does not make noise if it falls (example: cloth doll, stuffed animal, bennie baby)  


cloth activity book 


	- visit this link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.getcreativeshow.com/seminars/cloth_book.htm" ��http://www.getcreativeshow.com/seminars/cloth_book.htm� as just one resource 	  on a cloth activity book or further search the internet for many more!  


older children can have their children’s Bible, coloring pencils, a blank notepad to draw pictures of the Bible story Pastor Jeff is teaching on, and a his or her own copy of the New Hope notes 





as worship begins, sing with your child, sit close enough to the screens so your child can see the images on the screen or hold your young child up (please do not allow the children to stand on the chairs; we want to be good stewards of what God has blessed us with and show respect for God’s House) 


model folding your hands, closing your eyes, and bowing your head during prayer to show God that we respect and love Him, encourage your child to do the same


when the congregation stands, stand with your child


during the message, invite your child to enjoy quietly working on his or her Sunday Morning Church bag items, when the message is over, quietly put the items away and participate as a family in the music , offering, the Lord’s Prayer, and other prayer times.


do not talk with your child during worship, help teach him or her respect for God, Pastor Jeff, and others by not talking 


if your child cries, please remove him or her from the worship center and calm your child in the commons or the parents lounge; allowing children to cry in church is distracting for other children and adults worshiping 


- the parent’s lounge is located behind the TenderCare counter and has a speaker in the room 	  allowing you to still hear the Worship Celebration while calming your child; there is a live audio 


  stream of the Worship in the commons for you to hear





Children are important to the church family.  They’re precious and important to God.  When Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,” he was sending a very clear signal that worship includes children.  They can and should come into the presence of God in church and TenderCare.  It is important to create an environment where children, teens, and adults can enter into meaningful worship and focus on worshiping the one, true God.





Comments?


Questions, comments, concerns, tips on what has worked well with your family …. please contact Emily Urban:





725-4354 (306) or � HYPERLINK "mailto:eurban@newhopeconnect.org" ��eurban@newhopeconnect.org� 

















Family Worship





People were created to worship.  In culture after culture, throughout history, people have worshiped.  Worship is such an innate need that people, given no other option, will go so far as to worship rocks and sticks.  Worship is a big deal!  We all worship something.





As Christians we worship the one, true God revealed to us through Scripture.  As parents, you have the amazing privilege of leading your child in the worship of the God of the universe!  Can you think of a greater opportunity than to lead your child in worship? 





One of New Hope’s ‘thumbprints’ or what makes our church unique is that we enjoy family worship, where people of all ages are welcomed to participate in an intergenerational worship experience.    





Worship is one place where age holds no power.  Children can be accepted as fully able to worship God and sense they’re important and valued by God and his people.  Worship is family time.  It’s a time to connect families.  It’s a time when children can hear and see the faith of their parents.  Worship is a place where children can have church and God time with Mom and Dad.  It’s a shared experience that, if done appropriately, can build wonderful faith memories.  Children form strong beliefs about congregational worship based on their experiences.  These beliefs about worship and its value are carried into the children’s adult lives, so we’re wise to plan worship to include children in a meaningful, positive way.  





Our commitment is to help equip you as parents to lead your child in a meaningful worship experience.  The following are helpful tips, guidelines, and resources that will help the children of New Hope enter into meaningful worship. 





Help your child prepare for worship:





arrive five to ten minutes before our Worship Celebrations to help your child get ready for worship


take a trip to the restroom


check Infants/Toddler/Preschool age children into TenderCare or


pre-check in Infants/Toddler/Preschool age children into TenderCare 





Pre-Check In is an option to help families transition their children into worship.  After you “Pre-Check In” your child, return to the Worship Center to enjoy worshiping God through the opening music set as a family.  During the announcements, you can take your child to TenderCare or shortly before the message begins.  In TenderCare the Infants/Toddlers focus on a monthly theme that helps them to get to know God and experience being a part of the church family.  The Preschool children do an extension activity from the Bible lesson in Connectionland each week.  In TenderCare your child experiences worship at an age-appropriate level!  If you would prefer not to have your young child in TenderCare, parents of infants through toddlers are asked, as needed,  to enjoy listening to the message in the commons to create a distraction free environment for all. 














